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AIACC DESIGN AWARDS
The American Institute of Architects, California Council, is looking for excellent 
design and has YOU in mind! Enter the 2013 Design Awards Program--a program 
which illustrates the value of architecture.
 
AIACC members--the world is your oyster--enter any project on the globe. AIA 
members in other states, enter designs within the California border. Whatever your 
location, whatever the size of the project, enter today! 

Sustainable Design Strategies Category: Showcase how your project addressed 
sustainability objectives by including the provided energy worksheet. 

The Urban Design Awards will be evaluated by a separate jury proficient in urban and 
regional planning.  See page 7 for guidelines specific to the Urban Design Awards.

DEADLINES 

Registration: May 9, 2013
Submission: May 23, 2013

  

Online Registration and Submission 

Registration is only available online in the AWARDS section of aiacc.org. In addition 
to registration, completed awards entries are submitted online. Once your entry is 
complete, upload to http://aiacc.org/awards-upload/ 

FEES 
A non-refundable entry fee must be paid online at time of registration. No entry fee will be 
refunded for entries that are disqualified, late or not completed.

CATEGORY MEMBER NONMEMBER
Design, Urban, Maybeck $350 $520; N/A for Maybeck
Small Project $100 $175
25 Year Award None None
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AIACC DESIGN AWARDS
ELIGIBILITY 

•	 All licensed California architects may submit built projects located anywhere in the world.  

•	 AIA Architects licensed in other states and non AIA members may only submit built 
projects located in California.  

•	 All entries must be submitted by an architect licensed in the United States.  

•	 Entries in all subcategories must be built projects, completed on or after January 1, 2005.

DESIGN AWARDS JUDGING CRITERIA 

Each entry in the AIACC Design Awards Program is judged for the success with which the 
project has met its individual requirements. 

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN STRATEGIES JUDGING CRITERIA 

All projects entered in the AIACC Awards Program are eligible for consideration in this 
category. This category will be evaluated by a separate jury, familiar with sustainability 
concepts.

ENTRY LAYOUT GUIDELINES
You may design your entry using any software of your choice. Be sure that all text is legible 
and images are clear.

Each entry must follow these basic guidelines:

•	 Your complete entry should contain two files: The entry saved as a PDF and the 
Concealed ID forms saved a Word Document. EXCEPTION: If you choose to enter 
into the Sustainable Design Strategies category, include the additional Sustainability 
Worksheet. 

•	 PDFs should be in landscape layout and 10 inches wide by 7.5 inches high.  

•	 Your assigned entry number must be clearly indicated on the top right of every page.  

•	 Each entry may not exceed 8MB AND 15 pages. Entries exceeding these guidelines will 
be disqualified. The Concealed ID forms forms and Optional Sustainability Worksheeets do 
not count as part of the 15 page maximum. 

•	 All files must be named with your assigned entry number.  
DA13-001.PDF, DA13-001-forms.DOC, and DA13-001-sustainability.DOC
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AIACC DESIGN AWARDS
LAYOUT GUIDELINES 

Entry PDF
Page 1
•	 Clearly list your award category/subcategory at the top of the page. 
 Category/Subcategory
  1. Architecture (select one) 
    Adaptive Reuse/Renovation/ Historic Preservation
    Mixed-use
    Single Family Residential
    Multi-Family Residential
    Institutional/Educational
    Commercial
    Other

  2. Small Projects  (select one)
    Object (under $50,000 fabrication + installation 
budget)
    Structure (Under $350,000 construction budget)

  3. Interior Architecture 

  4. Urban Design 

  5. The Maybeck Award

•	 Under the category, include 1-2 sentences that succinctly describe the project 
and its purpose. 

•	 Use the remainder of page 1 to begin your project information. 

Page 2
•	 Use page 2 for the remainder of your project information.

Pages 3-15
•	 Include supporting images, floor plans, and elevations. 

SuSTAINABIlITY WORkShEETS- OPTIONAl
You are encouraged to provide information on the energy and carbon reduction 
strategies your project has fulfilled. Fill out the forms, and include as a separate file 
with your award entry document and your concealed ID forms.
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CONCEAlED ID FORMS
You are required to fill out the identification form, the intern declaration form, and the 
consultant list. The jury does not see your concealed ID forms until the final recipients have 
been selected.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS
The following guidelines apply to all categories.  Small Project, Urban Design and Maybeck 
Awards have additional requirements. See pages 5-6 for these requirements. 

Project Information

This is the basic information provided to the jury about your project and should be the first 
1 - 2 pages of your entry. This section cannot exceed two pages.

•	 Describe your project as succinctly as possible. Avoid elaboration of features already 
made clear by the photographs and drawings.  

•	 Include information about project intentions, including program requirements, cost 
data, and the distinguishing aspects of their resolution.  

•	 Include the context, program/scope, special challenges/unusual characteristics, and 
the solution/design of the project.  

•	 Explain design achievement, which demonstrates exemplary skill and creativity in the 
resolution and integration of formal, functional, and technical requirements. Projects 
should reflect a strong sense of place, of ecology, of history, or of purpose as an 
integral part of the demonstrated design excellence. 

•	 For preservation/restoration projects it is especially important to provide the jury 
with sufficient information to differentiate between the original architects’ work and 
the newly altered, preserved, or restored work.

Image Requirements

•	 Photos must be clear; however do not use high resolution photos that will increase 
your file size.  Use file types that allow compression to keep the file sizes low, such as 
.jpg or .png images and avoid using .tif files. Suggested image resolution is 125 to 150 
DPI.  

•	 Include both interior and exterior photographs that illustrate the complete project, 
including its relationship to its surroundings. 

•	 Historic Preservation/Restoration Projects must include a side-by-side before and 
after photo. 

•	 You may include composite images, but numerous composites throughout the entry 
are discouraged.  
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•	 Site Plans may be drawn at any scale in any medium, but the scale must be indicated 
clearly. 

•	 Floor plans must clearly explain the solution. Any sustainable-design strategies should 
be illustrated in section, plan, elevation, or by conceptual diagram 

•	 Interior Architecture projects are required to include at least one exterior photo to 
give context to the project’s surroundings.

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES – SMALL PROJECTS

The Small Projects awards category strives to elevate public awareness of the value of design 
that architects bring to our built environment regardless of the constraints of size and scope. 
Submissions must be fully constructed projects of all program and building types completed 
after January 1, 2005.  Renderings or concepts will not be accepted.

Projects may include new or renovation projects or elements of built works.

Entries may be submitted under two subcategories: 

•	 Objects (Under $50,000 fabrication + installation budget): this category may 
include any designed object that inhabits and enriches our built environment, such 
as a chair, a light fixture, an installation, a bike rack, or a doorknob.  Questions 
concerning the eligibility of particular objects may be directed to awards@aiacc.org. 
 

•	 Structures (Under $350,000 construction budget):  This category may include small 
structures such as a kitchen, guesthouse or storefront.

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES – MAYBECK

The Maybeck Award recognizes outstanding achievement in architectural design as expressed 
in a body of work produced by an individual architect over a period of at least 10 years. The 
award is intended to honor the individual rather than the firm. The basis for the award is the 
quality of the body of work designed during one’s career.

The Maybeck Award is not a Lifetime Achievement Award or Firm Award. If you are 
interested in nominating or applying for either of these awards, the 2014 Council Awards Call 
for Entries will be available in Fall 2013.

Include photographic images of completed projects that represent a breadth of experience 
and a range of building types.  We encourage creativity. You may produce composite 
images, however we recommend that this be done in such a way that individual details and 
characteristics are not lost. 
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In the Project Description section, provide comprehensive information describing 
the nominee and their selected projects.  Please address issues such as strengths, 
challenges, management, social concerns and community involvement, etc. as 
deemed appropriate for the Maybeck Award. You may include project names and 
types in the project description (i.e., residential home, church, museum, etc), and the 
year the project was completed.

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES – 25-YEAR AWARD 

An entry packet is no longer required for the 25-Year Award!

The 25-Year Award is intended to recognize distinguished California buildings of 
enduring significance which has retained its central form and character, with the 
architectural integrity of the project intact.  All entries must be located in California 
and completed 25 to 50 years ago, after January 1, 1963 and before January 1, 1988.  

Simply nominate a project at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/P626Nl7 

Provide the name and a brief description of why this building should receive the 25 
Year Award.  The 2013 Design Awards Jury will review all nominees. 

Projects of all classifications may be nominated, and should meet the following 
guidelines:

•	 Projects may be a single building or a related group of buildings forming a 
single project. 

•	 Projects must be standing in a substantially completed form and in good 
condition. 

•	 The project should still carry out the original program. Change of use is 
permitted when it has not basically altered original intent. 

•	 The project must have excellence in function—in the distinguished execution 
of its original program and in the creative aspects of its statement by today’s 
standards. Building and site together should be examined. Any alteration to 
the immediate context shall be taken into consideration.  

•	 Past winners include: Ghirardelli Square, Eichler Homes, Sea Ranch 
Condominiums, and the Eames House.
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The Urban Design Award 
jury will be comprised of 
members of the AIACC 
Urban Design Committee 
and the California 
Chapters of the Amercian 
Society of Landscape 
Architects.

uRBAN DESIGN AWARDS

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES – URBAN DESIGN AWARDS 

The Urban Design Awards will be administered jointly by the American Institute of 
Architects California Council (AIACC) and the California Chapters of the American 
Society of Landscape Architects (CCASLA).  Awards will be given to recognize excellence 
in the creation and improvement of our physical environment by Architects and Landscape 
Architects.

Urban Design is defined for the awards program as the realm of physical design encompassing 
master planning and landscape plans to conceptual architectural design.  This definition 
includes research and the design of spaces at all scales: from places between buildings to 
regional master plans.  It looks at time from the conception and expression of an idea to the 
many phases of a master plan.

The Urban Design Jury will look at a wide spectrum of design and work in the following areas:  

•	 Environments between and among buildings
•	 Built and landscape environments around and on top of structures
•	 Realms in time between idea and construction, and of long or short duration
•	 The natural environment, the human constructed environment, and combinations 

and junctures of the two 
•	 Public and private works and the combination of the two
•	 Information and design for and by the public sector and the development sector
•	 Design and research, built work and publications
•	 Projects small and large
•	 Expanse of time from concepts and thoughts to built or partially built, and 
•	 Experience of daytime, nighttime and the four seasons

SPECIAL CRITERIA AND REQUIREMENTS: 
 

•	 Work(s) may be projects, designs, plans, papers and publications. Areas of projects 
can include campuses, transit centers, resorts, downtowns, town centers, parts of 
cities, neighborhoods, parks, trails, and open space

•	 The project description must include a description of the important urban design and 
landscape architecture concepts.

•	 Submissions cannot include public relations materials. Submissions must include an 
aerial photograph or site plan with a clear depiction of the area of the work, a north 
arrow and a scale.  

•	 The time period(s) of the project must be clearly stated
•	 Submissions must include a brief statistical summary of areas
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SuSTAINABlE DESIGN STRATEGIES 
(OPTIONAl)
Recognizing that good design includes strategies to enhance building performance, 
the AIACC is offering a new category for consideration in this year’s Awards 
program: Sustainable Design Strategies. 

Our goal in recognizing projects which have demonstrated that design includes 
performance is to bring awareness to both the public and the membership of design 
approaches that contribute to a more sustainable planet.  By acknowledging our 
ethics of responsible stewardship for the environment in this context, we hope to 
promote our profession’s continual efforts for holistic approaches to create healthy 
and aesthetically pleasing environments through our daily design decisions.

All projects entered in the AIACC Awards Program are eligible for consideration 
in this category. This category will be evaluated by a separate jury, familiar with 
sustainability concepts.

Download and complete the sustainability worksheet to provide the following 
information:

•	 Summary of overall sustainability strategy 

•	 Energy Efficiency Beyond Code and Renewable Energy 

•	 Efficient Water Use 

•	 Reduction of Material Use
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FIlES AND SuBMISSION
FILE  NAMING AND PREPARATION
Within five days of your registration, the AIACC will assign each project a number which 
must be used for identification purposes.  

It is important that you name and prepare your files correctly. This will ensure there are no 
errors when uploaded to our FTP server. Your entry should be saved as a .PDF and additional 
forms as Word Documents.

Your files must be named with your entry number as follows:

If your entry number is 123

•	 Award Entry: DA13-123.pdf
•	 Concealed ID Forms: DA13-123-forms.doc
•	 Optional Sustainability Forms: DA13-123-sustainability.doc

CONCEALED ID FORMS AND SUSTAINABILITY
WORKShEET 

In addition to your 15 page design award entry, you must include the Concealed ID forms, 
available at aiacc.org. The Sustainability Worksheet is optional.

hOW TO UPLOAD YOUR FILES
Submissions are only accepted via FTP. You may use the FTP client of your choice to log in. 

Free FTP Clients:
Windows: Filezilla
Mac: Fetch

You will need the username and password emailed to you when you registered. 

After you log into the FTP site, you will see a list of folders. Upload your files to the folder 
that corresponds to your assigned entry number. For example, if your number is DA13-001, 
upload your files to the folder named 001.

how to log on with an FTP client

Logon Type:  Normal
Host:  ftp-aiacc.egnyte.com
User:  2013awards$aiacc
Password:  Your password here.


