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e d u c a t i o n
On-going With Each New Commission   Current
University of Arizona - Bachelor of Architecture - Cum Laude 1992
University of California, Berkeley     1992 Fall
Syracuse University, Study Abroad - Florence, Italy   1991 Spring
University of San Diego     1986

r e g i s t r a t i o n
Licensed Architect - California  C-29341   
AIA (American Insti tute of Architects) Registered Member 

e x p e r i e n c e
Kevin deFreitas Architects AIA    1999 - Current
Studio E Architects     1996 - 1998
Bowlus, Edinger, & Starck Architects   1994 - 1996 
Richard Yen & Associates     1992 - 1994
Rob Wellington Quigley Architects, FAIA   1988 - 1990 
       (summer intern)

a s s o c i a t i o n s
City of San Diego Public Arts Commission   2011 - Current 
American Insti tute of Architects Board of Directors - SD Chap. 2011 - Current 
San Diego Architectural Foundati on -Board of Directors 2009 - Current 
LEAD San Diego, Graduate Class of 2005 
Centre City Community Plan Update – Sub-Committ ee Chair  2003 - 2005
East Village Associati on, Past President - Board of Directors  2001 - 2003 
Centre City Advisory Committ ee (CCAC) - four elected terms  1996 - 2004

Kevin, a nati ve of San Diego, began his collegiate studies at the University of 
San Diego, ulti mately graduati ng cum laude with a Bachelors of Architecture 
from the University of Arizona.  A growing interest in urban architecture and 
planning lead to a year of study at UC Berkeley and Syracuse University’s 
study abroad program in Florence, Italy.

Inspired to design and develop urban in-fi ll projects, Kevin went out on his 
own.  Self developing projects has created the freedom to realize more 
holisti c soluti ons integrati ng sustainable strategies and emerging building 
technologies typically perceived as too experimental by clients.  This experi-
ence has expanded Kevin’s understanding of the enti re development process 
beyond the traditi onal architects’ role including; acquisiti ons, fi nancing, and 
enti tlements.  This broader perspecti ve has profoundly infl uenced the way 
his projects are conceived, designed, and executed; a signifi cant benefi t to 
his clients and have been recognized with numerous awards and have been 
published widely.

Kevin’s work, regardless of use or scale, 
consistently exhibits a strong connecti on to place, 

straightf orward materiality, thoughtf ulness, 
sustainability, and a hint of wit. 

Kevin has a deep sense of civic commitment and responsibility and believes 
architecture and design to be more than a career, but in fact, his vocati on.  
He regularly provides pro bono services to church and youth-related orga-
nizati ons in additi on to being an acti ve Board member of several non-profi t 
and community planning groups; he is especially proud of this community 
focused work.

Kevin, and his wife Kara, have four children.  To keep sane he can usually be 
found coaching one of his children’s litt le league, soft ball, or soccer teams.
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a w a r d s
Young Architect Award Recipient - AIA Nati onal      2010
Merit Design Award, New Faciliti es - Faith & Forum - St. Bart’s Chapel
Best Of The Best - Worship category, Nati onal, McGraw Hill ENR 
Best Of The West - Worship category, So. California, McGraw Hill ENR
Orchid Award Interior Design - St. Bart’s, SD Architecture Foundati on
Disti nguished Service Award for Sustainability - AIA San Diego 
Merit Design Award - Savings By Design Energy Effi  ciency Integrati on 
Citati on Design Award - St. Bartholomews Chapel, AIA San Diego 
COTE (Committ ee On The Environment) Award  - AIA San Diego, St. Bart’s 
Young Architect of the Year Award - AIA San Diego      2009
The Green Touch Award - Whirlpool Corporati on 
Bath Of The Year - San Diego Home & Garden Magazine   
Honor Design Award - AIA San Diego - Casa Familia       2008
COTE Award - AIA San Diego - Casa Familia     
Gold Nugget-Grand Award - PCBC Sustainability – Casa Familia   
Home of the Year - Electronic House Magazine, March    
AIA Housing Committ ee Award, Nati onal – Rowhomes on F      2004 
Grand Award - Singe Family < 1,600 s.f. - Residenti al Architect Magazine 
Honor Design Award - AIA San Diego - Rowhomes on F     2003
Gold Nugget-Grand Award - PCBC  Sustainability & Density - Rowhomes 
Best in Class winner - Tilt-Up Achievement Awards    
40/40 - San Diego Metropolitan Magazine       2002
Energy Effi  ciency Integrati on - Residenti al -  AIA San Diego/SDG&E     2001
Home of the Year - San Diego Home & Garden, Feb.          2000 
Alonzo Award - San Diego Downtown Partnership - Development    1999

p u b l i c a t i o n s
Un-Assisted Living:  Chapman & Rosenfeld, Random House (Oct.)    2011
House in the Landscape: Naturally Green, J. Eck, Princeton Press    2010
Inside the Not So Big House: Sarah Susanka, Taunton Press     2005
‘Loss, Renewal, and Reconciliati on’ - arcCA Journal of the AIACC 4Q.    2010
‘Why Submitti  ng Is Everything’ - AIA Newslett er ‘YAF Connecti on’ Oct.
‘Peace On Earth’ - Specifi er (Australia) Issue 92, August
‘Family Dynamic-Humanizing Sustainability’ - Riviera Magazine March    2009
‘Casa Futura’ - The Plan (Italy) Vol. 026, May       2008
‘Lean & Green’ - San Diego Home & Garden Magazine     2007
‘House of the Future’ - San Diego Home & Garden Magazine     2006
‘Working Around Condominiums’ - arcCA Journal of the AIACC     2005
‘To the Point’ - San Diego Home & Garden Magazine      2004
‘Going Full Tilt’ - San Diego Union Tribune       2001
‘Grungy to Great’ - San Diego Union Tribune  
‘San Diego Urban Residenti al’ – Architectural Record      2000
‘Village People’ - San Diego Home & Garden    
‘Uptown Living Downtown’ - San Diego Union Tribune     1999

s p e a k i n g s
‘A Small Architect Trying to Think Big’ - Friends of SD Architecture Series  2010
‘9 Local Creati ves I Know, That You Should Also’ - Pecha Kucha San Diego  
‘Sustainability Works At All Scales-5 Case Studies” (L.U.’s) - AIA SD/CCSE   
Annual Design Guest Lecturer - San Diego Mesa Community College     Current 
Aquitectura Verde-Intern’l Sustainability Congress, Tampico, Mexico     2008 
ReInventi on - RA Entrepreneurial Design Conference, San Diego, Ca.    2006
         
j u r i e s
AIA Design Awards -  Arizona Southern Chapter (July)      2011 
Savings By Design - AIA CC, Energy Effi  ciency Integrati on Awards     2010  
Wood Design Awards - California Region
AIA Design Awards - Central Valley Chapter, Sacramento, Ca.      2009 
Builder Magazine - Builder’s Choice Awards (Nati onal)     2008
House of the Year Awards - San Diego Home & Garden Magazine  
Orchids & Onions - People’s Choice Awards, SD Architecture Foundati on 
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SAINT BARTHOLOMEW’S CHAPEL _ valley center, ca.
Located in a dramati c valley on the Rincon Indian Reserva-
ti on in San Diego’s back country, the ti ny historic chapel was 
destroyed by wild fi res that ravaged the area in October of 
2007.  Only the original adobe bell tower that dated back 
to the late 1800s survived.  Though devastati ng, the fi re 
presented a “blank slate” opportunity to double the seati ng 
capacity of the chapel while adding a fellowship hall, which 
was designed to wrap around and create a third space-an 
outdoor prayer garden.  The congregati on wanted the new 
design to reverently acknowledge the past, while looking to 
the future for the next generati ons; emulati ng a traditi onal 
style was not desired.  Therefore, the new design was to 
respectf ully integrate Nati ve American culture, ideas of the 
Creator, the natural environment, sustainability, and ances-
try with Catholic/Christi an beliefs of the Trinity, the Resur-
recti on, Christ’s protecti on, as well as liturgical iconography. 
Fire resistance was also greatly desired.  The palett e of 
materials were derived from the site, (as were the original 
chapel’s); rammed earth, locally harvested wood, boul-
ders, and abundant river rock.  The Chapel generates 50% 
of its electrical needs.

institutional                 www.defreitasarchitects.com   



_ san diego, ca.
The program was to fi t 17 single-family detached for-sale 
homes on a 17,500 s.f. urban in-fi ll lot.  A highly innova-
ti ve soluti on of using 217 twenty ton pre-cast, ti lt-up 
concrete panels was employed.  At only 15’6” wide 
each rowhome was designed to harvest a maximum 
of natural light and air. The result, homes that are 42% 
more effi  cient than State-mandated energy standards 
and virtually zero maintenance, impervious to termite, 
mold, and water damage.  As downtown San Diego has 
no alleys, the project created one to establish a “work-
ing” courtyard which has had the positi ve aff ect of pro-
viding a community gathering space for various cultural 
and civic events. The streetscape thoughtf ully borrows 
from ti meless strategies of engaging the sidewalk; 
large overhangs, enhanced landscaping, and individual 
street-level stoops. Overall, this forward-looking project 
models a viable residenti al design strategy which begins 
to answer issues such as increasing urban density, culti -
vati on of neighborhoods, natural resource conservati on, 
and environmental sustainability without sacrifi cing a 
modern design aestheti c.

design + developwww.defreitasarchitects.com   



WALTMON LOFTS _ san diego, ca.
This project entailed converti ng a dilapidated 1921 in-
dustrial warehouse downtown into a practi cal yet stylish 
urban residence (for my then young family of four) and 
two rental loft s.  This was our fi rst home, my fi rst solo 
design project as well as my fi rst foray into develop-
ment.  Many valuable lessons were learned trying to 
accomplish a lot with the impossibly minuscule rehab 
budget of $19/s.f. that conti nue to infl uence my prac-
ti ce today. I learned to edit, reduce, and clarify the con-
cept to only the bare essenti als of good natural light and 
volume.   The interior was completely gutt ed and the ex-
terior was stripped of 20 plus coats of paint resulti ng in a 
simple, but handsome natural brick facade, quite unique 
in San Diego. Adding a kitchen and bathroom along with 
installing salvaged industrial windows, metal stairs and 
roll-up garage doors completed the transformati on.  The 
expansive open volume, indestructi ble constructi on and 
loft y quirkiness facilitated all sorts of childish fun; an ex-
cellent high-fl ying swing, a tricycle track, and the venue 
for intense family games of indoor wiffl  e ball. 

design + develop

before aft er
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3 IN A ROW _ san diego, ca.
Sandwiched between aging and under uti lized industrial 
structures, these three quirky 16’-0” wide rowhomes 
were the fi rm’s fi rst ground up development.  This 
project was truly pioneering for San Diego, conceived 
and built prior to the downtown renaissance created by 
San Diego’s new ballpark, and the fi rst new “for-sale” 
single family homes in this part of town in 60 years.  
Adapti ng the common East Coast rowhome typology to 
the relaxed Southern California lifestyle produced an 
exciti ng and new kind of “fee-simple” housing model on 
individual micro lots.  Each 1,850 s.f. home was designed 
to allow for maximum fl exibility with dramati c loft -like 
open fl oor plans, two-story volumes, multi ple bedrooms, 
private rear yards, secured att ached parking, and best 
of all aff ordable home ownership without expensive 
monthly HOA fees.  Proximity to downtown’s civic and 
cultural ameniti es was extraordinary, and this project was 
a catalyst for the redevelopment that has so dramati cally 
improved the surrounding neighborhood, now one of San 
Diego’s most vibrant and interesti ng locales.

design + develop                   www.defreitasarchitects.com   



“And what did we start with?
Nothing more than opportunity.”

- Joe Jacobs

JOE & VI JACOBS FAMILY FOUNDATION OFFICE+INDUSTRIAL _ san diego, ca.
Joe and Vi, self-made immigrants, established and endowed the 
non-profi t Jacobs Family Foundati on to completely rehabilitate 
and re-energize a 60-acre portf olio of blighted property in the im-
poverished neighborhood of Southeast San Diego.  The vibrancy 
of this ethnically diverse community is muted by a mish-mash 
of incongruent zoning overlays; light industrial, commercial and 
residenti al are all mixed together on the same block that simply 
doesn’t make sense. The primary goal of this project is to cen-
tralize and att ract new businesses into the community providing 
living-wage employment opportuniti es for local residents.  This 
mixed use project is comprised of 20,000 s.f. of light industrial 
over a two-story parking structure and 65,000 s.f. of offi  ce + 
industrial space. Several idiosyncrati c site and communal features 
conspire to make this one of the most challenging, interesti ng, 
and meaningful projects the fi rm has undertaken.  The commu-
nity recently completed a multi -family residenti al development, 
a signifi cant community center and headquarters for the founda-
ti on, and built neighborhood serving retail.  This offi  ce + industrial 
building addresses the fourth piece of the master plan, adding 
sorely needed local employment opportuniti es in the community 
essenti al to realizing the revitalizati on metamorphosis.

offi ce mixed-use                   www.defreitasarchitects.com   



SUNSET VIEW ELEMENTARY TRACK & FIELD _ point loma, ca.

now

before

Our local public elementary school initi ated a before-
school running club with the dual purpose of encouraging 
the healthy habit of daily exercise while simultaneously 
burning off  a bit of excess energy prior to the start of the 
school day.   The existi ng playground surface was decom-
posed granite (course sand).  An unintended consequence 
of the run club was a signifi cant dust cloud that was kicked 
up when used by several hundred children.  The poor air 
quality wrecked havoc with asthmati c children and forced 
the surrounding downwind classrooms without A/C to 
keep their windows and doors closed.  With the run club 
in jeopardy of being terminated, the P.E. coach asked me 
to help him convert the dirt play yard into a 21,000 s.f. turf 
infi eld ringed by an 1/8 mile asphalt track.  I designed the 
project and the parents raised the funds to convert the 
fi eld.  Each year the new track and fi eld hosts the school’s 
most signifi cant fund raiser, a jog-a-thon.  I am especially 
proud of this pro bono project because it is something 
that will be used by legions of neighborhood children 
for years to come.  My children have each recorded a 100 
miles-plus in the run club over the course of a school year.

pro-bono
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Though only 17 miles south of downtown San Diego, 
Tijuana and its vast collecti on of colonias (neighborhoods) 
feel much further away, more like the distance between the 
First and the Third World.  Amor, a non-profi t charitable or-
ganizati on, has developed an effi  cient program to harness 
the manpower of unskilled volunteer labor to build simple 
11’ by 22’ shelters for the neediest of Tijuana’s residents.  
Each volunteer group is responsible to provide: $2,500 (to 
purchase all necessary building supplies procured and deliv-
ered to the site by Amor Staff ), a minimum of 10 individu-
als, and all the basic tools necessary to construct the shelter 
over the course of fi ve days.  Due to the remote locati ons 
that oft en lack power and inaccessibility of medical help, no 
power tools are allowed.  The concrete for the slab is mixed 
in tubs with hoes and shovels, the walls are framed with 
hammers, and the two sliding windows and one door are 
installed with screw drivers.  A rolled compositi on roof and 
exterior plaster are added to weatherproof and complete 
the project.  I have parti cipated in eight of these trips, sev-
eral for which I served as a chaperone with my son’s youth 
group, truly rewarding experiences.

“Play every note like
you really mean it.”

-Thelonius Monk

San Diego

Ti juana
17 miles

Amor - Shelter Building _ tijuana, mexxico
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CARALLI RESIDENCE _ del mar, ca.
The goal of this project was to transform and update a 
non-descript 1980’s ranch home that carelessly had no 
connecti on to either the front or rear yards.  The clients’ 
specifi cally wanted the redesign of the home to improve 
the home’s curb appeal and to take bett er advantage 
of the property’s excepti onal hilltop perch and views of 
the Pacifi c Ocean beyond.  The soluti on was straightf or-
ward, but bold, adding a new second story that fl oods 
the home with natural light and venti lati on. San Diego’s 
coastal views and deliciously mild climate are world 
famous therefore, connecti ng the inside with the outside 
was the no-brainer strategy, which was accomplished 
with big expanses of glass and several roof decks. Wrap-
ping the facade with a palate of naturally warm materials 
and colors dramati cally improved the overall aestheti c of 
the home.  The second major move was to connect the 
living level to the large rear yard using large sliding glass 
doors and a parti ally covered outdoor ‘living room’ space.   
The result, a private but very open home perfect for the 
clients’ desired casual lifestyle.

res. remodel

1980’s builder’s special
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DEL PRADO _ san diego, ca.
This condo in a mid-rise tower had never been updated 
and was vintage early 70s; parquet fl oors, mirrored 
walls, and cramped chopped up spaces. Despite the ti red 
and outdated conditi on of the unit it had great “bones”, 
a no frills modern aestheti c, extraordinary fl oor to ceiling 
windows that wrapped the enti re unit, and unobstructed 
views of San Diego’s open space and cultural gem, Bal-
boa Park.  Naturally, the goal was to open up the unit to 
the fabulous park views, while reconfi guring the kitchen 
and living spaces to be more functi onal.  Fundamentally, 
this project was a study in reducti on, made very com-
plicated by the fact that numerous plumbing, electrical, 
and mechanical runs penetrated the unit to service the 
fl oors above and below and therefore couldn’t be cut 
or relocated. Only the necessary fragments of existi ng 
walls were retained, everything else was gutt ed.   Natu-
ral materials like cherry wood, fl amed traverti ne, and 
fi gured granite were uti lized as a counterpoint to the 
visual punch of stainless steel, opaque glass, and vibrant 
strokes of color to complete this clean compositi on.

condo remodel                  www.defreitasarchitects.com   



747 LOFTS _ san diego, ca.
This project was commissioned by a design-savvy young 
couple seeking to parti cipate in the urban renaissance taking 
place in downtown San Diego.  The goal was to create a pent-
house level for their use, while selling the remaining units to 
fi nance the rest of the development.  With no alley access, 
the site planning on this micro 2,700 s.f. hemmed in mid-
block “in-fi ll” site was further complicated by the fact that 
the parcel only had access from a very narrow street front-
age.  Neighboring structures were built hard to the remaining 
three lot lines.  Therefore, the design had to artf ully engage 
the context, while simultaneously try to protect and preserve 
occupant privacy from this close proximity.   Wrapped around 
the boldly colored verti cal service core, the simple zigzagging 
of the front façade, in both plan and elevati on, resulted in a 
subtly complex rhythm of projecti ons and recesses, creati ng 
both usable exterior balconies and necessary sun shading.  
This project was also intended to acknowledge and preserve 
some of the smaller “grain” urban fabric historically part of 
this part of downtown that is quickly being lost to gentrifi -
cati on and the newer, much larger developments covering 
enti re blocks.

multi-family in-fi ll                  www.defreitasarchitects.com  



CASA FAMILIA _ point loma, ca.
A reinterpretati on of quintessenti al Southern Californian 
courtyard houses; this one-room wide home (18’x89’) 
lives much bigger than it really is by thoughtf ully open-
ing up to, and engaging, the landscape and temperate 
coastal climate. The home simultaneously looks towards 
the future (technologically feature rich), while remem-
bering the low tech comfort strategies of the past; a ti me 
before cheap power, air conditi oning, and forced air units 
existed.   Through concerted research, experimentati on, 
and a good measure of faith, this very livable house for 
a young family of six proved a success; consuming 65% 
less electricity than State standards and 55% less water 
than homes of comparable size without sacrifi cing 
comfort or aestheti cs.  From an architectural standpoint 
it was important to dispel the common public mispercep-
ti on that effi  ciency and conservati on has to look ”hippie” 
or alternati ve. 
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San Diego Downtown Community Plan _ san diego, ca.
Downtown San Diego has experienced a remarkable 
renaissance from a state of urban blight and neglect in the 
mid 1970’s, followed by signifi cant redevelopment eff orts 
that began with Horton Plaza, and the Gaslamp Quarter in 
the 80’s.  This success has conti nued with the emergence 
of downtown as a shopping and entertainment desti -
nati on with booming residenti al growth.  Downtown’s 
positi on as a business, cultural, and civic center has been 
bolstered by the expanded conventi on center and the 
new ballpark that draw hundreds of thousands of visitors 
annually.  The Community Plan capitalizes on this rede-
velopment momentum seeking to balance the economic 
necessity of dense development with the goal of nurtur-
ing neighborhood centers to provide a thoughtf ul, vibrant, 
and livable public realm.  Having lived, worked and 
developed in downtown for several years,  I was asked to 
leverage this experience and knowledge to serve as the 
Neighborhoods Subcommitt ee Chair.  The two-year Com-
munity Plan process represented the fi rst comprehensive 
update in 19 years and was designed to contemplate the 
next 20 years.

community planning                   www.defreitasarchitects.com   



CHAIRS FOR CHAIRITY_MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION _ san diego, ca.
24 local arti sts and architects were asked to take a stock 
chair and personalize it to be aucti oned at a fund raiser 
for the Make-A-Wish Foundati on.  My entry took a hu-
mourous approach transforming the iconic Navy chair into 
a wall-mounted piece called:

“You’re So Busted”
Emeco’s 1944 design of the Navy Chair is pure, essenti al, 
and iconic; there is absolutely nothing extra.  It is light-
weight, durable, comfortable, and constructed enti rely 
of 100% recyclable aluminum, making this chair quite 
“green,” and way ahead of its ti me.  To honor the chair’s 
excepti onal hard working design, it seemed appropriate 
to off er it a break by displaying it on the wall.  The chair, 
deconstructed (busted) and reassembled becomes quite 
anthropomorphic, as if it wants to hug other parts of your 
body than just your bott om.  The assemblage also has 
a very humorous posture as if it was just caught doing 
something it wasn’t supposed to-busted!

F O R

NOVEMBER 10, 2010
AN EXTRAORDINARY DESIGN EVENT

TO BENEFIT MAKE-A-WISH SAN DIEGO.
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STEHLY RESIDENCE _ point loma, ca.
Designed to accommodate a young family of fi ve, this “tradi-
ti onally” styled home was conceived to sensiti vely fi t in with 
the other historic homes that surround an inti mate pocket 
park.  The owner’s appreciati on of Cliff  May, an infl uenti al early 
Californian architect who popularized Spanish Mediterranean 
residenti al design, was a starti ng point for the project.  The 
client explicitly didn’t want a literal historic reproducti on.  The 
home was designed around a central courtyard which serves 
as an outdoor “living room” surround by a wall of French doors 
which open up to create a seamless connecti on between interior 
and exterior.  Well placed landscaping, concrete seat walls, and 
an outdoor fi replace work in concert to create an informal and 
cozy gathering place.  The enti re home is only one-room wide 
so each space draws light and air from multi ple sides creati ng a 
bright and airy environment.  The fl oor plan was carefully laid 
out to preserve two mature and beauti ful pine trees.  Several 
large roof decks also allow the second fl oor rooms to open up to 
the exterior and take advantage of the spectacular views of the 
adjacent park as well as the downtown skyline in the distance.  
This project highlights the fi rm’s ability to extract the essence of 
“traditi onal” architecture in a more contemporary expression.

custom-traditional                  www.defreitasarchitects.com  



Green Gardens Grow - Sherman Elementary _ san diego, ca.
The Green Gardens Grow demonstrati on project will be 
constructed on a vacant 160’x35’ plot of City School’s 
property on the campus of Sherman Elementary, located in 
a ethnically diverse neighborhood just east of downtown 
San Diego.  The project will create an outdoor learning 
environment that holisti cally weaves together themes 
of gardening, eati ng healthy foods, living sustainably, 
renewable energy, reclaiming water, and recycling-all in a 
package that will be fun, understandable and inspiring for 
the children and staff  alike.  Whether the children are pon-
dering math problems, creati ng art, learning science terms, 
or contemplati ng conservati on ideas; each lesson will be en-
hanced by “garden-based learning,” a hands-on experience 
using nature as an educati onal tool. Perhaps the garden 
could be opened on weekends in conjuncti on with the 
adjacent empty staff -parking lot to support a neighborhood 
farmers’ market?  It is hoped that this green garden oasis 
will att ract more than pollinators, or inquisiti ve children, 
but in fact draw the surrounding neighborhood of Sherman 
Heights to this place designed to foster an appreciati on of 
community-enriching, healthy, sustainable environments.  

pro-bono
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Sherman Elementary Site plan

Kevin deFreitas Architects, AIA

North

Remove fence to open up space.

Concrete / wood planters with
garden vegitation and signage in English.
Incorporate seating into raised planter. 

Re-purposed garden art /bird houses.

3 tier fabric shade structure.

Solar tree seating arrangement 
in central plaza.

Vertical herb garden.

Spiral planting beds define other planting
areas for Mexican-inspired vegitation.

Primary instruction area

Before
Outdoor Play

                 www.defreitasarchitects.com   



Brighton Street Comfort Station _ ocean beach, ca.
This “comfort stati on” is to replace a 1960’s era structure 
the City of San Diego demolished due to safety concerns.  
Located completely by itself on the sand with only the fl at 
horizon beyond, this ti ny structure assumes a very promi-
nent positi on in its context.  The oversized wing shaped roof 
fl oats above the walls of the structure to facilitate excellent 
natural day-lighti ng and venti lati on, two features conspicu-
ously missing from the former design and high prioriti es 
for the neighborhood planning group.  Conceived as two 
interlocking “L’s” in plan: one smooth, monolithic, and natu-
rally colored cast-in-place concrete (masculine), the other a 
more fi nely detailed three-color blend of glazed CMU block 
(feminine).  The fl oor plan is rotated 45 degrees on the site 
so that the building is never viewed on a fl at facade, but al-
ways on an oblique angle presenti ng porti ons of two eleva-
ti ons at the same ti me.  The building is lift ed up a few steps 
to reduce wind blown sand from clogging interior drains 
while providing some exterior seati ng opportuniti es out of 
the sun and with views to the adjacent volleyball courts and 
surf beyond.   Frequented by summer tourist and locals 
alike, this will be the most used building in the portf olio.

public works    www.defreitasarchitects.com   



6 May, 2011

Marian Clark
Young Architects Award
AIA California Council
1303 J Street, Suite 200
Sacramento, California 95814

To The Jury,

I would like to recommend Kevin deFreitas for the recognition of the Young 
Architect Award.  I have known Kevin since he worked in my office as an intern 
during the summers of 1988, 89 & 90, while he was working towards his degree at 
the University of Arizona.  I have enjoyed watching Kevin mature in the profession 
and as a community leader, pleased by the many positive contributions he has made 
to the local dialogue and debate regarding design, planning, and land-use issues 
here in San Diego.  He has fully immersed himself in this endeavor and the 
numerous design awards, publications, committees and boards on which he serves 
and represents speaks to his abilities both individually and within a group context to 
find solutions.  

Unusual among young architects, Kevin is a leader concerned not just about 
creating beautiful objects but about serious social and planning issues.  His 
contributions to the Downtown Plan were meaningful and significant. Kevin has a 
very strong sense of civic responsibility, not often a priority for a sole-proprietor 
trying to build and grow a fledgling practice.

Kevin ultimately sees himself as an educator, enthusiastically sharing his passion 
for architecture and planning always wrapped in a disarming sense of humor.  He 
has frequently guest lectured on design at Woodbury University and Mesa 
Community College and has participated annually at the local high school’s career 
day.  Kevin has also distinguished himself by reaching beyond the traditional 
confines of an exclusive architectural practice.  

Kevin has self-developed several urban in-fill residential projects.  These 
developments have encapsulated his thoughtful responses to emergent problems 
endemic not only to San Diego but the whole region; the need for increased density, 
sustainability, and energy efficiency all while contributing to the innovative 
residential designs that have made San Diego a hotbed nationally.  Several of 
Kevin’s developments have won not only awards from the architecture community, 
but also from the developer/builder community as well as from the local gas and 
electric company for efficiency, certainly a trio of strange bedfellows.

Kevin embodies the ideals of our profession at large is very deserving of this 
recognition. 

Sincerely,

Rob Wellington Quigley, FAIA

 Rob Wellington Quigley, FAIA 434 West Cedar Street 210 High Street

 Architecture/Planning San Diego California 92101 Palo Alto California 94301

  T (619) 232 0888 T (650) 328 8030

  F (619) 232 8966 F (650) 328 8032
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LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION - AIA Young Architect’s Award 
Kevin deFreitas 

Dear Jury Members, 

It’s a pleasure to recommend Kevin deFreitas for an AIA Young Architect’s Award. As a landscape 
architect I have worked professionally with Kevin since 2000. He is an outstanding candidate for this 
Award.

Over my 20 years as a landscape architect, I’ve worked with many critically-engaged architects and 
designers, such as Teddy Cruz, Marmol and Radziner, and Alberto Kalach. These relationships have 
deepened my knowledge of architectural issues, and, in the process, changed my expectations for 
landscape architecture. My work with Kevin has contributed much to my practice and on-going education 
in two particular ways that I’ve found to be unique to his process and understanding of himself as an 
architect: the first is through collaboration and the second is the application of self-evaluation.  

Kevin’s design process emerges in concert with the efforts of others; he truly follows an interdisciplinary 
model from design through implementation. He is extremely open to not only the contributions of 
another’s expertise, but also to feedback and the development of “what if” scenarios. In a fashion, he 
mixes up the traditional order of things. An example of this was during the development of Casa Familia, 
as he sought my input on interior spatial conditions, and we debated the presumed merits of artificial turf 
(I lost that one). The line between architecture and landscape was blurred. Frequently what passes for 
collaboration is actually more like “parallel play” – work occurs in proximity to the other, but ideas in each 
discipline stay pure. Conversely, Kevin is willing to deal with the messiness of true collaboration. His 
collaborative engagements with others have helped him to nurture a capacity for self-evaluation and 
critique. It’s a pleasure and an education to walk through one of Kevin’s projects with him and hear the 
stories of successes and of missed opportunities. He seems to me to be a natural teacher, one who can 
be charming, or at least entertaining, at the same time he is critical. 

This willingness to listen and compassionately respond is evident in his architecture, his work in the 
community and pro-bono contributions, and in the array of relationships he has forged. What doesn’t 
show in Kevin’s portfolio and resume is his devotion to his young family, his innate enthusiasm and a 
desire to understand how or why we fall in love – or not – with the places we inhabit. The AIA Young 
Architect’s Award is intended to recognize this kind of commitment that links social well-being with the 
practice of architecture. Kevin is the kind of architect that architecture needs as the field expands its 
commitment to a sustainability that is social, ecological and economically viable. 

I enthusiastically recommend Kevin deFreitas for the AIA Young Architect’s Award. Please don’t hesitate 
to contact me if you need further information. 

Leslie A. Ryan 
Chair, Landscape Architecture Department 
Assistant Professor 
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Young Architects Awards Jury                   May 6, 2011 
AIA California Council 
1303 J Street, Suite 200 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Jury Members, 
 

Kevin deFreitas has made a significant contribution to our school and community and I’m honored to be able to write this 
letter of recommendation. 
 

Sunset View Elementary has a running club program that encourages children to run for 15 minutes each morning before 
school.  This program encourages regular physical exercise, which is not only good for their bodies but also helps them focus 
on learning in the classroom.  Although the Program was successful over the years, one of the major drawbacks was that the 
children had to run on a dirt field made of decomposed granite (“DG”).  Running on the DG caused health issues for a number 
of children with asthma, led to many skinned knees and elbows, and kicked up a good deal of dust into the classrooms.   
 

As an involved parent of two children at Sunset View, I was familiar with Kevin and came to learn that he was a talented 
architect.  When I approached Kevin with the idea of eliminating the DG and building a running track with a grass field, he 
was immediately on board and offered to volunteer his time and skills to the project, at no charge. 
 

Kevin proceeded to come up with a detailed drawing for a 1/8 mile running track around a 20,000 square foot grass field that 
allowed us to visualize the project and receive initial funding from a San Diego Charger grant and community support.  Kevin 
worked with staff and the parent committees for nearly six months to complete the final design, which was complicated by the 
requirement to preserve a fire truck access to the upper portion of the school, without disturbing an existing play structure, 
which would have voided the School District’s liability warranty. 
 

As City Schools became involved an additional layer of bureaucracy, and thus costs, were piled on and the budget for the 
project nearly doubled to $250,000, which was to be raised almost completely privately from parents and the community via 
the School’s foundation. 
 

Kevin shepherded the project through the entitlement process with the City of San Diego, City Schools Capital Improvements 
division, and the office of the State Architect.  This was a lengthy and involved process that took Kevin nearly fourteen 
months to complete, all pro-bono.  Kevin then teamed with two other design professional parents from the School to; create 
the renderings that were used for fund raising events, hire and coordinate the civil Engineer and General Contractor, and 
finally manage the project during construction. There seemed to be so many levels to this project and Kevin’s knowledge, 
determination, and people skills were invaluable in seeing this ambitious project through to completion.   
 

Thanks to Kevin’s dedication and leadership of this project, the children at Sunset View now have a beautiful and safe 
running track and field that not only supports the running program, but many other physical health and education activities.  
Most notably, we now have very successful recess and lunch-time soccer activities.  The addition of the track and field has 
also increased the participation of both children and parents in the running club program.  
 

As the Physical Education teacher at Sunset View I am especially thankful to parents like Kevin who give their time and 
expertise to better our school, neighborhood and community.  I strongly believe this project would never have happened 
without Kevin and I highly recommend Kevin deFreitas for the Young Architects Award. 
 

Sincerely and in health,            

 
Corey Brucker 
Physical Education Teacher,  
Sunset View Elementary School 

San Diego Unified School District  
SUNSET VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
4365 Hill Street, San Diego, CA 92107 

Tel: (619) 223-7156  
Fax: (619) 224-6920 
 

Principal – Jackie McCabe 



 

May 9, 2011 
 
 
Young Architects Award Jury 
AIA California Council 
1303 J Street, Ste. 200 
Sacramento, Ca. 95814 
 
It is my great honor to recommend Kevin J. deFreitas, AIA, for the American Institute of 
Architects’ Young Architects Award. In my role as executive director of the East Village 
Association (EVA), I had the pleasure of working with Kevin for more than a decade in the 
redevelopment of Downtown San Diego. During that time, Kevin had a profound impact on 
the urban landscape of downtown, as an architect and as a civic volunteer.  
  
His commitment to the revitalization of the East Village - a then-blighted, 100-block, 
warehouse district – was demonstrated by his personal investment in the community. Kevin 
didn’t just talk about urban renewal. Long before PETCO Park was planned, he bought a 
warehouse, based his architectural practice there, and renovated it for his young family. At 
that time, there were no schools in East Village, no parks, no grocery stores and few families 
to speak of. Thanks to Kevin’s efforts, today, much of that has changed. 
 
Despite skepticism from mainstream developers, economists and city planners, Kevin 
developed the first for-sale residential complexes in East Village. The projects were 
extremely successful and serve as architectural icons in the community today. But Kevin’s 
greater impact to the East Village is less tangible than his buildings. As a board member and 
chairman of EVA, Kevin led the community through one of the largest redevelopment 
projects in the United States: the 26-block Ballpark District anchored by PETCO Park. He 
represented EVA on the steering committee for the Centre City Community Plan update and 
served for seven years on the downtown community planning group, the Centre City 
Advisory Committee. Through these efforts, he changed the fabric of East Village and the 
rest of downtown San Diego for the better. 
 
I know others in the community share my opinion that Kevin is truly worthy of this 
recognition for his contributions to the profession of architecture and to San Diego.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Leslie Wade, Principal 






