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High density, low-rise workforce housing in Los Angeles is pulled by two 
dissimilar models. The first is the ubiquitous type of Southern California 
low-cost rental housing, the dingbat apartment, which is characterized by 
surface parking facing the street, exterior circulation and a single, thematic 
ornament. The second is a broader notion of workforce housing, informed 
by the siedlung  tradition of post-war European housing, which is guided by 
geometric regularity, access to natural light and ventilation and privacy at the 
level of the individual unit. This affordable housing complex, which replaces 
a deteriorated dingbat complex, provides critically needed housing for low 
income families in Santa Monica. Its design incorporates important elements 
of the siedlung tradition: each unit has access to naturally light and ventilation 
and the complex balances privacy with community building via a geometric 
regularity that has been innovatively extruded.

The density of the previous incarnation is doubled and the new complex 
meets high standards for environmental performance. The project is divided 
into six nearly identical buildings, which are mirrored and adjusted in plan 
to form courtyards between buildings and provide light on three sides. By 
resisting the “donut” configuration of many projects of this type, it is scaled to 
match the footprint of much of the housing in the vicinity. Instead of one large 
shared courtyard, the site plan breaks the open space up and distributes it 
via patios and balconies that encourage openness without sacrificing privacy 
in each unit. 

Designed to exceed LEED standards, the site is organized so that all storm 
water is directed to a central water retention and recharge basin. Over this 
reservoir is a timber bamboo forest that is the central landscape element, 
crisscrossed by bridges at two levels. The cool microclimate established by 
this bamboo grove enhances natural ventilation in the units and enhances the 
ecology and natural environment by reclaiming site area that was formerly 
basic asphalt paving.

The project was initiated by a locally based, non-profit organization committed to 
developing and managing affordable housing in the Los Angeles metropolitan 
area. A key mission of the organization is to provide housing to lower wage 
working families. The project improves a problematic condition by increasing 
density on the site, providing critically needed housing for low-income families 
in a tight urban condition, and creating a cooler environmental condition by 
greening the site.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

BIG BLUE BUS

10 freeway to santa monica

10 freeway to los angelesce
nt

in
el

a a
ve

SITEPLAN



DA12-A153DA12-A153

FIRST FLOORPLAN SECOND FLOORPLAN THIRD FLOORPLAN

DIAGRAMUNIT FLIP/STAGGER FLIP/STAGGER MIRROR DUPLICATE CONNECT

FIRST FLOOR SECOND FLOOR THIRD FLOOR 

DIAGRAM DIAGRAM DIAGRAM DIAGRAM DIAGRAM



DA12-A153

SHARED COURTYARD
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DINING AREA IN A 3RD LEVEL UNIT
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BAMBOO CREATES A FOREST THROUGH THE CENTRAL SPINE
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UNITS ARE CONNECTED BY BRIDGES
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UNITS ARE FLIPPED AND STAGGERED TO GIVE EACH ONE ACCESS TO OUTDOOR SPACE
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THE OPEN PLAN ALLOWS UNIT TO BE FLEXIBLY ARRANGED
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UNITS FACE EACH OTHER TO ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY BUILDING
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